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Fitler Academics Plus  
 
Our Vision 
 

●​ Fitler students will be confident, 
compassionate and creative critical thinkers 
with the skills, agency and resources to 
create their own future and make a positive 
impact on their community. 

 

Our Mission 
 

●​ Create safe, joyful, and inclusive environments where students can be their 
authentic selves and all identities are acknowledged and celebrated. 

 

●​ Provide high-quality, data-driven instruction that includes real-world problem 
solving, collaboration, reflection and celebration tailored to each student’s 
individual interests and needs. 

 

●​ Prioritize the whole child by providing opportunities for student voice, 
relationship building, fostering empathy, perseverance, resilience and 
self-awareness. 

 

●​ Engage with families and community partners to support children and provide 
opportunities for extended learning, leadership, wellness, and creative 
expression.  

 

●​ Dismantle systems of oppression by creating a culture of high expectations, 
understanding how the challenges of the past have shaped our present, and 
creating leaders with the agency, compassion and civic engagement to impact 
our future.  
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The School District of Philadelphia 
Fitler Academics Plus Elementary School 

140 W. Seymour St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 

Kate Sylvester, Principal​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                                                                                     Learning Network 5   
ksylvester@philasd.org​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                                               School Phone: (215) 400-3610 

 

           August 25, 2025 
Dear Fitler Academics Plus Families, 
 
Welcome to the 2025-2026 school year! I trust you all had a restful and enriching summer, and that our students 
are returning with enthusiasm for the exciting learning journey ahead. We are eagerly anticipating another year of 
partnership with you, dedicated to nurturing your child's academic, social, and emotional development. 
 
As we embark on this new school year, our commitment to strong home-school communication remains a priority. 
We believe that a collaborative approach is essential for every student to thrive. Here are some valuable ways you 
can support your child's success at home: 
 

●​ Ensure your child attends school regularly and arrives on time each day. 
●​ Prioritize a consistent sleep schedule, aiming for at least eight hours of sleep each night. 
●​ Help establish a regular study routine. Provide a quiet and comfortable space for reading and dedicated 

time for homework. 
●​ Maintain open communication with your child’s teacher through Class Dojo. 
●​ Actively participate in school-wide events, classroom activities, and report card conferences. 
●​ Celebrate your child’s achievements, no matter how small they may seem. Your verbal praise and 

encouragement will foster a love of learning and build their confidence. 
 
To ensure you have all the information you need to stay informed throughout the year, this handbook includes 
checkpoints for your review and clear guidance in the appendices. A digital copy is also readily available on the 
Fitler website. 
 
I am confident that this will be an outstanding school year and look forward to working with the staff and 
community to continue the Fitler Academics Plus School tradition of academic excellence! I look forward to 
seeing you there! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Kate Sylvester 

Principal 
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General Information 
 
School Hours 

●​ School hours are  9:00 AM to 3:39 PM daily. 
●​ Early dismissal hours are 9:00 AM to 12:39 PM.   

 
Arrival 

●​ All students will line up in the school yard.   
●​ Kindergarten students must be supervised by a parent/caregiver at all times prior to the school day while 

in the schoolyard.  
●​ Teachers will pick students up from the schoolyard at 9:00 AM.  
●​ Grades 3-8 arriving 8:30-8:45 AM may go to the cafeteria for breakfast.  
●​ Students arriving after 9:00 AM must enter through Entrance A and get a late pass from the office. 
●​ No vehicles are allowed to drive into the schoolyard.  

 
Dismissal 

●​ Students are dismissed on a staggered schedule.  
●​ There will be no early dismissals after 3:00 PM.  
●​ All teachers will walk students outside.  
●​ No vehicles are allowed to drive into the schoolyard.  
●​ Dismissal Times: 

○​ K-2 - 3:30 PM 
○​ 3-5 - 3:35 PM 
○​ 6-8 - 3:39 PM 

●​ Dismissal Times on Early Dismissal Days: 
○​ K-2 - 12:30 PM 
○​ 3-5 - 12:35 PM 
○​ 6-8 - 12:39 PM 

 
Inclement Weather 

●​ K-4: Enter through Entrance A (main entrance) and go to the library. 
●​ 5-8: Enter through Entrance G starting at 8:30 AM and go to the cafeteria. 
●​ Regular dismissal locations are used. 

 
Bus Transportation 

●​ Provided for students with transportation in their IEPs or 504 Plans. 
●​ Parents will be notified by the School District of Philadelphia of significant bus delays when possible. 
●​ Other bus concerns: School District of Philadelphia Transportation Office at (215) 400-4350. 
●​ Send a note with the driver if your child will not ride the bus. 
●​ Bus expectations: 

1.​ Remain in the assigned seat. 
2.​ No cell phone use (except emergencies with driver/attendant approval). 
3.​ Keep hands inside windows. 
4.​ Do not open windows without driver permission. 
5.​ Keep book bags out of the aisle. 
6.​ Always face forward. 
7.​ Be respectful to the driver and attendant. 
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Transpasses 

●​ Students in grades 6, 7 and 8 who live at least 1.5 miles from the school are eligible for SEPTA fare cards.  
●​ Cards will be distributed to eligible students at the beginning of the year by the counselor.  
●​ Students must be responsible for keeping their fare cards safe and damage-free.  
●​ Questions or concerns about fare cards can be brought to the school counselor.  

 
Breakfast  

●​ Research indicates that students who begin school with a healthy breakfast achieve greater academic 
success. 

●​ Free breakfast is offered to all students at Fitler daily.   
●​ Students in grades 3 through 8 who wish to eat breakfast at school may arrive at 8:30 AM and enter the 

cafeteria to enjoy breakfast. They must arrive by 8:45 AM to participate in breakfast.  
●​ Students in grades K-2 will have breakfast in the classroom when school starts.  
●​ A monthly menu is sent home listing all breakfast can be found at https://philasd.nutrislice.com/. 

 
Lunch 

●​ All students are entitled to a free school lunch at Fitler daily.  
●​ Students are also welcome to bring lunch from home.  
●​ A monthly menu is sent home listing all lunch offerings can be found at https://philasd.nutrislice.com/. 
●​ As a safety precaution, staff members cannot heat up food for students that they bring in from home.  
●​ Students are not permitted to share food. 

 
Bathroom Policy 

●​ At Fitler, we want all students to feel comfortable and safe. Our school follows a district policy (Policy 
252) that allows students to use the restroom that matches how they identify. 

●​ We also have all-gender bathrooms in the school, like the ones near the office and in each hallway. These 
are private, single rooms with one toilet, like a family bathroom. Anyone can use these if they want a little 
more privacy. 

●​ If you have any questions about our bathroom policy, please feel free to ask the school counselor. 
 
Hall Passes 

●​ Students must stay in assigned classrooms at all times. Teachers will issue hall passes as needed. 
Students without a pass will be returned to their assigned space. 

●​ Students must have a hall pass to leave the cafeteria or schoolyard during lunch and recess. 
 
Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds 

●​ The Fitler Community values health and wellness. Students learn about healthy food choices and active 
lifestyles through school programming. Shared treats for birthdays and/or celebrations are not permitted 
due to the serious risk of allergic reactions among our students. Instead, students may bring a healthy 
snack (e.g., pretzels, fruit, vegetables) or a non-food item (e.g., donate a book to the class library, a small, 
allergy-friendly toy) to celebrate. 
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Student Attendance 
Attendance 

●​ Research shows that daily school attendance is critical for every student’s academic success and 
social-emotional well-being. Students with good attendance are more likely to: 

○​ read on or above grade level 
○​ perform well in math 
○​ build healthy, lasting relationships at school 
○​ and successfully graduate high school on time 

●​ Each child’s goal is to reach a 95% attendance rate. That means they cannot miss more than 9 days in the 
school year (excused or unexcused.)  

●​ Punctuality and good attendance are two of the basic principles of good work habits and ensure a 
student’s success in school. Poor attendance and lateness becomes a barrier to learning. 

●​ The School District of Philadelphia’s Attendance Policy can be found here: Board of Education Policy 204, 
Student Attendance. 

 
Early Dismissal 

●​ It is imperative that your child remains in school the entire day in order to maximize the benefits of 
instruction. Instructional time is valuable and cannot be recouped once it is lost.  

●​ Children with numerous early dismissals quickly fall behind in school so it is vital that parents schedule 
medical appointments after school and/or during school closures.   

●​ If your child must be dismissed early, he or she must bring in a written note signed by the parents stating 
the time and reason for the early dismissal.   

●​ All adults must show ID to verify they are on the list of adults approved to remove a child for an early 
dismissal as indicated on the emergency contact sheet.   

●​ The child will then be called to the office.   
●​ For the safety and security of your child, no child will be dismissed without an identified adult (21 and 

over) to accompany him or her.  
●​ There are no early dismissals after 3:00 P.M. 

 
Emergency School Closing 

●​ School closures due to weather are announced via Class Dojo and School Messenger as well as on TV 
stations and posted on the School District’s website.  

●​ Please ensure your home and emergency contact information is current and review emergency home plans 
with your child. All emergency updates will be shared promptly on Class Dojo; please sign up here.  

 
Excused Absences 

●​ To have an absence marked as excused, parents/guardians must do one 
of the following within 3 days of the absence: 

○​ Complete the Fitler Excused Absence Form. 
○​ Submit a written absence note to the teacher. 

●​ Failure to provide either of these within 3 days will result in the absence 
being marked as UNEXCUSED. 

●​ Important Notes: 
●​ Providing a note does not automatically excuse an absence if 

there is a pattern of frequent absences or lateness. 
●​ Absences for family trips or vacations will not be excused. 
●​ For extended medical or other urgent absences, please notify the school in advance. 
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●​ For absences of 3 or more consecutive days, a doctor's note is required in addition to a 
parent/caregiver message via Class Dojo. 

●​ It is the student's and parent's responsibility to ask the teacher about any missed make-up work, 
tests, or assignments. 

●​ 10 unexcused absences will lead to a truancy referral to court/DHS and suspension from school 
activities, following the School District of Philadelphia’s Response to Truancy Protocol. 

●​ Reasons for Excused Absence (with proper documentation as required): 
○​ 01 - Other Urgent Reason 
○​ 05 - Illness 
○​ 06 - Quarantine 
○​ 07 - Recovery from Accident 
○​ 08 - Required Court Attendance 
○​ 09 - Death/Funeral Related Absence 
○​ 10 - Educational Tour, Trip, or Activity with Prior Principal Approval 
○​ 11 - Observance of a Religious Holiday 

 
Late Policy 

●​ Punctuality sets the tone for the school day. Students who are constantly late disrupt the instructional 
program and quickly fall behind in school. Students arriving at school after 9:00 AM are considered late 
and must enter through the main entrance and obtain a late note from the front desk.  

●​ Chronic lateness will be investigated.  
●​ If a student arrives after 10:30 AM or leaves before 1:30 PM without a valid excuse note, the student will 

be marked in our Student Information System (SIS) as half a day unexcused.  
●​ Two half days will add up to one full day in the SIS. 
●​ Please note, students will be marked as tardy starting at 9:01AM.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Families, did you… 
❏​ Bookmark the Fitler Excused Absence Form link? 
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School Uniforms 
School Uniform 

●​ Acceptable Tops (Plain Colors Only: Burgundy, Gold, or Gray): 
○​ Polos 
○​ Button-down shirts 
○​ Sweatshirts (no hoods) 
○​ Sweaters 
○​ Cardigans 

●​ Acceptable Bottoms (Plain Colors or Plaid: Gray, Burgundy, Black, or Plaid): 
●​ Pants 
●​ Skirts 
●​ Shorts (weather appropriate) 
●​ Jumpers 
●​ Leggings or tights worn under skirts or jumpers 

●​ Acceptable Fitler Branded Items: 
○​ T-shirts (with Fitler logo) 
○​ Crewneck sweatshirts (with Fitler logo) 
○​ Sweatpants (with Fitler logo) 
○​ Fitler hoodies (with Fitler logo) - This is the ONLY hooded item allowed. 

●​ Additional Information: 
○​ Fitler branded items will be sold throughout the year. 
○​ Fitler branded items can also be "purchased" with PBIS points in the PBIS store. 
○​ Contact our counselor for uniform assistance. 

 
Unacceptable Items 

●​ Ripped pants, non-Fitler hoods/logo shirts, undershirts as outerwear, leggings/tights as pants (without 
coverage), revealing clothing, indoor outerwear, large/dangling jewelry (safety), sandals, open-toe shoes, 
and non-religious/medical head coverings. Athletic wear with large, non-Fitler logos is also not permitted. 

 
Lost and Found 

●​ Please label all of your child’s belongings and include their room number. 
●​ Our Lost and Found is located in the cafeteria.      
●​ Items in the Lost and Found will be donated at the end of each marking period. 
●​ The school is not responsible for lost or stolen items. Please work with your child to make sure they are 

responsible for their possessions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Families, did you… 
❏​ Secure enough uniforms for each week? 
❏​ Label your child’s belongings? 
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Family Communication 
Calendars 

●​ Monthly newsletters and calendars will be sent home via the Communication Folder and Class Dojo. You 
can also subscribe to the Fitler Google Calendar or find it on the Fitler Website. 

 
Class Dojo 

●​ The administration sends important information through the School Story on Class 
Dojo. You can also directly contact your child’s teachers and other school staff 
using Class Dojo. Scan the QR code or click here to join! 

 
Communication Folders 

●​ Every student will have a school-provided Communication Folder sent home weekly. This folder will 
contain important information (calendar, permission slips, forms). 

 
Fitler Family Newsletter 

●​ The Fitler Family Newsletter will be sent home monthly and will include updates, reminders, school wide 
events and important data. 

 
Media Release 

●​ At the beginning of the school year, you will receive a form regarding permission for the school to use your 
child's image, voice, video, work, and/or first name. This usage may include news media, district 
communications, and educational purposes. 

●​ If you DO NOT object to the school using your child's media as described above, you do not need to return 
the form. Only if you OBJECT to the school using your child's media, please complete and return the form 
to the school. If we do not receive a completed form indicating an objection, we will assume that you have 
granted permission. 

 
Meeting Requests 

●​ Providing a high-quality education, supporting your child's well-being, and ensuring the safety of everyone 
at Fitler Academics Plus are our most important responsibilities. To consistently focus on these priorities 
for all students, we require scheduled appointments for meetings. 

●​ This is not intended to be dismissive. Rather, it ensures that we can dedicate our time effectively to 
delivering excellent instruction and maintaining a safe and supportive environment for every child 
throughout the school day. Unscheduled interruptions can impact our ability to meet these commitments. 

●​ We strongly encourage you to reach out to the school whenever you have a question or concern. To 
schedule a meeting with a specific staff member, please contact them directly through Class Dojo or call 
the main office. We will work with you to find a convenient time to connect. 

 
Morning Announcements 

●​ Student created video morning announcements are shared with students and families on a daily basis. 
●​ Students must be in the Fitler uniform to participate in the announcements.  

 
Parent & Guardian Expectations for a Safe and Respectful School Community 

●​ To ensure a positive and safe learning environment for all students, staff, and families at Fitler Academics 
Plus, we ask that all parents and guardians adhere to the following expectations: 

○​ Communication: Please use respectful, appropriate, and non-threatening language in all 
interactions with students, staff, and other parents, whether in person, via phone, email, or other 
communication methods. 
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○​ Conduct on School Grounds: When on school property, please remain calm and conduct yourself in 
a non-threatening manner at all times. 

○​ Interaction with Students: For the safety and well-being of all children, parents and guardians 
should never approach or interact directly with any student other than their own child(ren) while on 
school grounds or at school-related events. If you have a concern about a student, please bring it 
to the attention of a school staff member. 

○​ Staff Right to End Communication: Please be aware that all school staff members have the right to 
end a conversation at any time if they feel uncomfortable, threatened, or if the communication 
becomes inappropriate. 

○​ Maintaining a Positive Climate: We rely on our families to model respectful and responsible 
behavior, contributing to a school atmosphere conducive to learning and growth for all students. 

●​ Failure to adhere to these expectations, particularly the use of threatening language or behavior, or 
approaching children who are not your own, can have serious consequences. Such actions may lead to 
exclusion from the school community and a prohibition from being on school property to ensure the safety 
and well-being of our students and staff. 

●​ We appreciate your partnership in creating and maintaining a safe, respectful, and supportive environment 
for every child at Fitler Academics Plus. 

 
Parent Portal 

●​ Access the Parent Portal via the School District of Philadelphia's Family & Community Engagement 
website to view your child's grades and absences in SIS. For a Parent Portal code, message the school 
secretary on Class Dojo. You'll need your student's ID, a personal email, and access to the phone number 
on file for registration. Please sign up; contact the School Technology Coordinator on Class Dojo for 
account help. 

 
Problem Solving and Addressing Concerns 

●​ Consistent communication about your child's progress is key to a strong parent-teacher partnership, and 
you have a right to regular updates. If you have a concern or question, please follow the outlined process. 

 
How to resolve a concern at Fitler Academics Plus 

Parent & Guardian Concern Process 

Academic Concerns 
Step 1: Contact the Teacher 
Step 2: Contact the School Based Teacher Leader 
Step 3: Contact the Principal 

 Guidance & Behavioral Health  Concerns 
Step 1: Contact the School Counselor 
Step 2: Contact the Principal 

Special Education Concerns 
Step 1: Contact the Teacher 
Step 2: Contact the Special Education Compliance Monitor 
Step 3: Contact the Principal 

Attendance and Early Dismissals  
Step 1: Contact the Teacher 
Step 2: Contact the Main Office 
Step 3: Contact the School Counselor  

Behavior Concerns 
Step 1: Contact the Teacher 
Step 2: Contact the Climate Liaison 
Step 3: Contact the School Based Teacher Leader 
Step 4: Contact the Principal 

Health Concerns and Medical Accommodations 
Step 1: Contact the Nurse 
Step 2: Contact the Principal 
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●​ Important Note:  If you have not received a response within two business days, proceed to the next step.   
●​ Email addresses are located on the Fitler website. Emails or Class Dojo are usually the best method of 

communication except in cases that require immediate action.  
 
Report Card Conferences 

●​ Report Card Conferences will be held at the end of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd marking periods.   
●​ Final report cards will be available on the Parent Portal at the end of the year.  
●​ Students are dismissed at 12:39 PM on report card conference days.  
●​ This year’s Report Card Conferences will be held on the following dates: 

○​ 11/24/25 – 11/25/25 - Early dismissal days. Students are dismissed at 12:39 PM. 
○​ 1/29/26 – 1/30/26 - Early dismissal days. Students are dismissed at 12:39 PM. 
○​ 4/9/26 – 4/10/26 - Early dismissal days. Students are dismissed at 12:39 PM. 

 
School Advisory Council (SAC)  

●​ School Advisory Councils (SACs) are peer-elected teams of parents (majority), the principal, 
teachers/staff, and community members. They meet at least every other month to collaboratively focus on 
improving student achievement, teaching, parent/community engagement, and home-school 
communication through data-driven discussions. More membership information will be provided in the 
Fall. SACs have 7-21 members following specific representation guidelines for parents, students (optional 
for elementary/middle), staff, and community members, as outlined in their bylaws. 

 
School Messenger 

●​ The School District of Philadelphia sends important updates via all-calls, texts, and emails to the contact 
information in the Parent Portal. If you aren't receiving these, please log in to the Parent Portal to verify 
your phone number and email. 

 
Student Portal 

●​ Students have access to the Student Portal where they can access online programs and resources.  
●​ Students access this using their student ID number.  

 
Translation & Sign Language Interpretation Services 

●​ Translation and sign language interpretation services are available. Please inform the teacher or main 
office to take advantage of these services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Families  did you… 
❏​ Provide updated and accurate phone numbers and email addresses to the school? 
❏​ Sign up for the Parent Portal and ensure that a current phone number and email address is on file? 
❏​ Sign up to receive phone, text and/or email alerts through the Parent Portal? 
❏​ Sign up for ClassDojo? 
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School Safety & Security 
Emergency Contact Forms 

●​ Emergency contact forms will be sent home the first week. Update and return them promptly. Inform the 
school of any changes during the year. You can also view this information and make changes in the Parent 
Portal.  

 
Legal Custody 

●​ Please inform the main office and teacher of any custody agreements and provide a copy of the custody 
decree. School decisions regarding your child (e.g., pick-up authorization) will be based on these legal 
documents. Custodial parents/guardians are also asked to provide copies of any restraining orders. 

 
Safety Drills 

●​ Student and staff safety is a top priority. We practice emergency and crisis response plans through various 
drills throughout the school year to ensure a safe learning environment. 

 
Fire Drills 

●​ Purpose: To ensure student understanding and preparedness, reducing fear. 
●​ Exit Routes: Posted in each classroom, indicating designated stairwell and exit. 
●​ Alarm Procedure: Upon hearing the alarm, students quietly exit with their teacher. 
●​ Teacher Responsibilities Before Exiting: Close doors and windows, turn off lights, ensure all students have 

left. 
●​ Mandatory Evacuation: Everyone must leave the building during a fire drill. 
●​ Supervision: Teachers remain with their class and accompany them to the designated Safe Area (open 

spaces away from the building, fire lanes, and parked cars). 
●​ Safe Area Procedures: Teachers will take roll immediately and report any missing students to the principal. 
●​ Return Signal: An "all clear" via walkie-talkies to safety committee members will signal when it is safe to 

return to classrooms. 
●​ Conduct: Running, playing, or rough conduct during drills is prohibited. 

 
Lockdown Drills 

●​ A Lockdown Drill, securing the building and sheltering everyone inside for safety from internal or external 
threats, will be conducted within the first 90 school days. During a lockdown, all perimeter doors are 
locked, and no one enters or leaves until authorized by authorities. 

  
Shelter-In-Place Drills 

●​ A Shelter-in-Place drill will be held once per year to prepare for moving to a safe location inside the 
building during severe weather or tornadoes. 

 
Special Release 

●​ Student safety is our priority. School staff follow strict guidelines for releasing students, requiring proper 
photo ID from adults listed on the emergency contact form. Please review the district's  letter and policy  
at the end of this handbook. Thank you for helping keep Fitler safe. 

 
Visitors 

●​ For staff and student safety, all visitors must enter through the designated visitor entrance, report to the 
Main Office, sign in, show ID, and obtain a visitor's pass before accessing the building. They must also sign 
out upon departure. This ensures an accurate record of everyone in the building. Visitors may not enter 
through school yard doors. 
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Volunteer Clearances 

●​ Pennsylvania law requires the following clearances for volunteers: PA State Police criminal history, Child 
Abuse History.  

●​ The School District of Philadelphia also requires a Volunteer Code of Conduct, Volunteer Affirmation OR 
FBI Background Check (if out-of-state in the last 10 years), and a Volunteer Orientation.  

●​ See the FACE website for district protocols. A checklist is in the back of this handbook.  
●​ Volunteer packets must be on file in Fitler's office.  
●​ These steps are required to chaperone field trips. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Families, did you… 
❏​ Review the drills with your child and explain that we practice them to keep everyone safe? 
❏​ Update your emergency contacts? 
❏​ Ensure that the main office has any custody agreements or other legal paperwork on file? 
❏​ Complete your volunteer registration packet? 
❏​ Complete your child’s emergency contact form with the full and correct information on any adult that 

may pick up your child (including you)? 
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Student Health Services 
 
About Student Health Services 

●​ School nurses support student health and safety by promoting healthy development, addressing health 
issues, and connecting students with necessary resources. They collaborate with medical and educational 
teams to optimize student well-being and academic success. Nurses conduct state-mandated screenings, 
manage immunizations, and ensure adherence to safety protocols. 

●​ Learn more about the School District of Philadelphia’s student health services by clicking here.  
 
School District Nurses: 

●​ provide medical care for student illnesses, injuries and emergencies 
●​ maintain health and immunization records on all students 
●​ perform state-mandated health screenings 
●​ administer doctor prescribed medications 
●​ perform nursing procedures 
●​ assist physicians and dentists with school examinations 
●​ provide health counseling and referrals 
●​ provide classroom instruction on health related topics 
●​ serve as a parent and classroom consultant in health related matter 

 
Immunization of Students  

●​ PA law requires all students (K-12) to be vaccinated while attending school. Students that do not have the 
required immunizations may be excluded from school until they have received the appropriate vaccines. 
Submit written documentation of vaccines to your school nurse. 

 
Immunization Disease: Required for Attendance in School Grades (k-12) 
DTaP(Diphtheria, Tetanus and acellular Pertussis) Five Doses (only 4 needed if #3 was after 4th birthday) 

Polio (IPV) Four Doses (only 3 needed if #3 was after 4th birthday) 

MMR(Measles, Mumps, Rubella) Two Doses (first must be after 1st birthday) 

Hepatitis B Three Doses 

Varicella (Chickenpox) Two Doses (administered on or after the first birthday), or past 
disease 

Tetanus, Diphtheria, Tetanus, and Acellular 
Pertussis (Tdap) 

1 Dose 

Meningococcal Conjugate (MCV4) 1 Dose 

 
Medication 

●​ Any medication to be administered during school hours requires an order from the student’s physician.   
●​ If your child requires medication in school, please see the nurse for a MED 1 form.  
●​ Please do not send medication to school with your child until you have contacted the school nurse. 
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Nurse 

●​ Fitler Academics Plus has a nurse on-site 5 days a week. Please call 215-400-3610 to schedule an 
appointment. The nurse will notify you in writing about routine school health examinations. School policy 
requires all nurse-dispensed medications to be in original containers. Students should not bring 
medication to school without informing the nurse. 

 
Annual Student Emergency and Medical Information Form (S-865) 

●​ The annual health history form (S-865) is crucial for emergency medical information. It allows the school 
nurse to administer over-the-counter pain relievers (Acetaminophen/Ibuprofen) and, if prescribed, 
Albuterol/EpiPen, with written parental consent.  

 
Physicals 

●​ All students entering kindergarten and all students entering the district for the first time are required to 
turn in a physical form completed by their primary care provider. 

 
Health Guidelines for School Attendance 

●​ Healthy Attendance: Send your child to school if they are generally healthy and able to participate in daily 
activities. 

●​ Uncertainty: If your child feels unwell and you're unsure, keep them home to observe for worsening 
symptoms. 

●​ Reporting Absence: Notify the school secretary or nurse about the absence and their symptoms. 
●​ Stay Home Criteria: Keep your child home until symptoms are gone or improved AND they are free of 

diarrhea, vomiting, or fever (without medication) for at least 24 hours. 
●​ Worsening Symptoms: See a doctor if your child's symptoms don't improve or worsen. 
●​ Return to School: Once improved and symptom-free (including no fever, vomiting, or diarrhea without 

medication for 24 hours), your child should return to in-person learning. 
●​ Nurse's Judgment: School nurses may use their clinical judgment regarding exclusion due to illness. 
●​ Full Guidelines: See the Student Health Services website for complete details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Families, did you… 
❏​ Complete the  Annual Student Emergency and Medical Information Form (S-865)? 
❏​ Contact the nurse with any immunization questions? 
❏​ Have your physician complete the MED 1 form, if needed? 

15 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdej4jw5iFsEccIUYrK4IUWrEdFgCRfxevgUNb8DcYlkM34Jw/viewform
https://www.google.com/search?q=philasd.org/studenthealth/%23healthattend
https://www.philasd.org/studenthealth/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdej4jw5iFsEccIUYrK4IUWrEdFgCRfxevgUNb8DcYlkM34Jw/viewform
https://www.philasd.org/studenthealth/wp-content/uploads/sites/854/2023/07/MED-1-Form-7.23.pdf


 

Student Counseling Services 
 
Role of the Guidance Counselor 

●​ Meets with students individually, in groups, and through classroom lessons. 
●​ Consults with staff to support students' academic, career, and personal growth. 
●​ Partners with parents/guardians to enhance student success. 
●​ Connects families with community resources. 
●​ Supports school-wide behavioral programs (Peer Mediation, buddy system, mentoring). 
●​ Coordinates school-wide guidance events (Peace Day, Career Day, etc.). 

 
Student Referral  

●​ Referrals: Anyone can refer a student using available forms, dropped off in the counselor's mailbox or 
office. 

●​ Classroom Observation: The counselor can observe students with behavioral difficulties upon teacher or 
administrator request. 

●​ Emergencies: Follow the emergency procedure: call the counselor immediately. 
 
Visiting the Guidance Counselor 

●​ Students may visit the guidance counselor: 
○​ During Class: Only with a pass from a teacher, administrator, or the counselor. 
○​ Emergency: Teacher will immediately inform the counselor for visibly distressed students, 

self-harm threats, or knowledge of outside trauma; parents will be contacted. 
 
McKinney-Vento Act: Supporting Homeless Students 

●​ This federal law ensures educational rights for students experiencing homelessness, including those 
sharing housing, in shelters/motels, or unaccompanied. 

●​ Key Rights: 
●​ Immediate Enrollment: Even without standard documents. 
●​ School of Origin: Right to continue attending if feasible. 
●​ Transportation: To/from school of origin if feasible. 
●​ Equal Education: Access to all programs. 
●​ No Stigma: Right to non-discrimination. 
●​ Dispute Resolution: Promptly address enrollment/placement issues. 

●​ We support homeless students with enrollment, transportation options, resources, community 
connections, and confidentiality. 

●​ Contact: If you have questions or think your child qualifies, contact the school counselor. We're here to 
help. 

 
Parent Conferences 

●​ Parent Meetings: The counselor will periodically need to meet with parents. 
●​ Teacher Involvement: If a parent wants the teacher present, the counselor will try to schedule the meeting 

during the teacher's prep time. 
●​ Teacher Input if Absent: If the teacher can't attend, they will provide the counselor with a brief update on 

the student's classroom performance. 
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Academic Programs 
 
Chromebooks 

●​ Each student receives a district Chromebook and must care for it appropriately, avoiding inappropriate 
websites. Willful damage or misuse may result in restitution or loss of privileges. Students must follow the 
School District's technology policies. 

 
Core Curriculum 

●​ Fitler provides a rigorous, student-centered curriculum, adapting to individual learning styles and interests. 
Teachers engage in ongoing professional development. Core subjects (Reading - Expeditionary Learning, 
Mathematics - Illustrative Math, Science - Amplify Science, Social Studies) are taught daily, alongside 
specials: Art, Digital Literacy, and Health & Physical Education. 

 
English to Students of Other Languages 

●​ Students whose primary language is not English and meets the requirements for ESOL services  will 
receive language instruction from an ESOL teacher.  

 
Highly Qualified Staff 

●​ Federal legislation requires principals to inform parents of their right to request teacher qualifications 
(notice in September). Parents will also be notified if a non-highly qualified substitute teacher for four 
consecutive weeks (notice in late September and regularly if needed). 

 
Homework 

●​ Homework is expected for practice and preparation. It must be completed on time. Daily reading 
expectations: K-20 min, 1-2-30 min, 3-5-30-50 min. Parents can support learning by setting a routine, 
providing materials, reviewing work, and communicating with teachers. 

 
Instrumental Lessons 

●​ Grades 5-8 can opt for instrumental music (4-5 week trial). Continued participation is expected until 
graduation if progress, effort, desire, and instrument responsibility are shown. 

 
MTSS 

●​ Students who are at-risk either academically and/or behaviorally will be referred to Tier II of MTSS, 
Multi-Tiered System of Support.  

●​ Parents will be informed of the process and are invited to be active participants.  
●​ Children in Tier 2 or Tier 3 of MTSS receive research-based intervention programs.  

 
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) 

●​ The annual PSSA (grades 3-8 ELA/Math, grades 5 & 8 Science) assesses student proficiency in state 
academic standards. Individual scores inform instruction, and school scores guide curriculum 
improvement. Algebra I students take the Keystone Exam. 

 
Retention of Students 

●​ In grades 1 and 2, students must pass reading and math.  
●​ In grades 3 through 7, students must pass reading, math, and science.  
●​ In grade 8, students must pass reading, math, science, and social studies.  
●​ Students can not be retained if there is no evidence of a Tiers 2 or 3 plan and consistent implementation 

of appropriate and applicable interventions and progress monitoring. 
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Special Education 

●​ Students who have been identified with special needs will receive special education services in the Least 
Restrictive Environment as indicated in the Evaluation Report and Notice of Recommended Educational 
Program (NOREP) and as delivered by the Individualized Education Plan (IEP).   

●​ In some cases, the Least Restrictive Environment will mean services must be provided at another location.  
●​ Your child may be eligible for special education if your child: 

1.​ Has an intellectual disability, emotional disturbance, an orthopedic impairment, deafness, a speech 
or language impairment, a visual impairment (including blindness), autism, traumatic brain injury, 
other health impairment, a specific learning disability, deaf-blindness, or multiple disabilities and 

2.​ Needs special education, as determined by an evaluation team.  
●​ Your child must meet both qualifications in order to be eligible for special education. In Pennsylvania, all 

children eligible for special education have the right to a free, appropriate, public education (FAPE).  
 
Title I Program 

●​ As mandated by NCLB, parents receive information about student achievement, educational choices, 
school performance, and teacher qualifications. The Parent Engagement Policy and School-Parent 
Compact are at the end of this handbook. 

 
Trips 

●​ Educational trips will occur, with teachers providing detailed permission slips (purpose, destination, 
logistics, cost, deadlines). General policies: money and signed slips due by deadline, cash only to teacher, 
no siblings, chaperones (21+, cleared volunteers) must return with the class, no refunds for 
absence/disciplinary exclusion. 

 
Virtual Learning 

●​ In case of emergencies, the district may implement virtual learning via synchronous Zoom instruction and 
assignments on Google Classroom. 

 
Xello 

●​ Career Readiness (Future Ready PA Index) requires students to produce career-related evidence in Xello 
across grade spans (3-5: 6+ pieces, 6-8: 6+ additional). These artifacts address Career Awareness, 
Acquisition, Retention, and Entrepreneurship. Xello is the district platform for these lessons and evidence 
collection. 

 
504 Plans 

●​ Section 504 service agreements, also known as 504 plans, are formal documents that schools develop to 
give students with disabilities (who do not qualify for special education services) the support they need.  

●​ These plans prevent discrimination and protect the rights of students with disabilities in school.  
●​ Students are covered under the Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, which is a civil rights law that 

protects individuals from discrimination based on disability.  
●​ Under this law, individuals with disabilities may not be excluded from or denied the opportunity from 

certain programs.  
●​ If you believe your child is in need of a 504 Plan please reach out to the school nurse and/or school 

counselor.  
 

Families, did you… 
❏​ Notify your child’s teacher of any of the above supports that he or she should be receiving? 
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Student Behavior Expectations 
 

Fitler Student Expectations 
A Fitler Student: 

●​ Is On Time, Every Day 
●​ Is In Uniform Everyday  
●​ Stays in Assigned Areas 
●​ Uses Appropriate Language 
●​ Uses Technology Appropriately 
●​ Does Not Eat or Drink in the Classroom  
●​ Keeps their Hands, Feet and Objects to Themselves 

 
Fitler Student Expectations 

●​ Student expectations are necessary to maintain a safe and orderly environment where all students can 
learn. We appreciate your partnership in ensuring that Fitler Academics Plus Elementary School remains a 
positive and productive place for everyone.  

●​ Any student who puts their hands on another student or continuously walks out of class without 
permission will be sent home immediately in order to ensure the safety of the school community. If the 
child is not picked up they will not be able to return the following day without a parent or guardian. Any 
subsequent incident will result in more severe disciplinary action. 

 
Student Behavior Management 

●​ Creating a safe and secure learning environment through routine, clear expectations, and collaboration 
between school staff and families is a shared responsibility. 

●​ Fitler uses restorative practices to resolve conflict and prevent harm by proactively building healthy 
relationships and community. This includes peer mediation (student-led conflict resolution) and 
community meeting (effective conflict prevention and response for students and educators). 

●​ Families are vital partners in fostering positive behavior, respect, and responsibility in their children, which 
significantly influences their conduct at school. This is an ongoing effort. 

●​ All students are expected to behave in an acceptable and responsible manner while at school, on field 
trips, riding the bus, in the school yard, lunchroom and other school related situations.  Positive behavior, 
courtesy and cooperation are essential to learning.   

●​ Fitler School adheres to the School District of Philadelphia Student Code of Conduct.  
 
Bullying & Harassment Policy 

●​ Bullying and harassment will not be tolerated at Fitler Academics Plus.   
●​ In an effort to be as responsive as possible the School District of Philadelphia has created a centralized 

reporting form.   
●​ This system ensures a consistent, immediate response and allows for collection of data to further inform 

our decision making.  
●​ This procedure starts by filling out the Bullying and Harassment Reporting and Investigation form which 

can be found on the school district website.  
●​ Schools are required to investigate all reports within two (2) school days after receipt of the form. 
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Bullying 
●​ Often the term bullying to describe all types of conflicts between students. This is not always the case. 

The correct definition of bullying is as follows: 
○​ It is aggressive behavior or intentional actions that result in harm 
○​ It is carried out repeatedly over time 
○​ It occurs within an interpersonal relationship where there is an imbalance of power (e.g., one 

person is physically larger, stronger, mentally quicker, or socially more powerful) 
●​ Bullying, as defined in the policy, refers to direct or indirect action, which may include but is not limited to: 

○​ Physical: hitting, kicking, pushing, shoving, getting another person to hurt someone 
○​ Verbal: racial slurs, name-calling, teasing, taunting, verbal sexual harassment, gossiping, spreading 

rumors 
○​ Non-Verbal: threatening, obscene gestures, isolation, exclusion, stalking, cyber-bullying (bullying 

that occurs by use of electronic or communication devices through means of email, instant 
messaging, text messages, blogs, photo and video sharing, chat rooms, bash boards, or websites) 

●​ School District of Philadelphia’s information and policies: 
○​ Student Rights & Responsibilities 
○​ Policy 248: Harassment & Discrimination  
○​ Policy 249: Bullying & Cyberbullying  

 
Personal Electronics 

●​ Personal electronics includes cell phones, iPads, headphones, earbuds, hand-held video games, smart 
watches and any other non-District electronic device.  

●​ K-5 Policy: All K-5 students must turn their devices in to their teacher at the beginning of the day. They will 
be secured for the day and returned at dismissal.  

●​ 6-8 Policy: Middle school students are allowed to keep them on their person, but must keep them out of 
sight and silent unless the teacher has directed them otherwise.  

●​ If a child takes a phone or other device out without the teacher’s permission,  the teacher or adult will take 
the device and turn it into the main office. The child can retrieve it at the end of the day.  

●​ Repeated offenses will result in consequences including phone calls and/or messages home, loss of 
privilege and behavior contracts created with the teacher and child. 

●​ If a student brings a device or game to school and that device is lost, broken, or stolen, Fitler Academics 
Plus is not responsible and will not do an investigation to recover said lost or damaged item. 

●​ Fitler adheres to Policy 237, which can be found at the end of this Handbook.  
 
CR-PBIS 

●​ Culturally Responsive Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports (CR-PBIS). CR-PBIS is a 
decision-making program designed to improve student academic and behavioral outcomes by using 
positive universal language and norms, consistent behavioral teaching practices, consistent behavioral 
response guidelines, and data to guide how Fitler implements positive behavior procedures and policy 
decisions.   

●​ Research suggests that by having consistent norms across the school, explicitly teaching behavioral 
norms, acknowledging positive, prosocial behaviors, and handling behavioral concerns consistently, the 
school environment can be positively impacted.  CR-PBIS is designed to produce positive changes in the 
school’s climate. 

●​ The staff and students at Fitler will consistently implement the following behavioral norms of being: 
○​ Respectful 
○​ Kind 
○​ Responsible  
○​ Motivated 
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●​ Our areas of focus are classroom, schoolyard, cafeteria, hallways/stairwells, restrooms, transportation, in 
our community. Throughout the school year, teachers/staff members will reinforce how we will positively 
represent ourselves in the various focus areas. 

●​ Students will receive points for exhibiting positive behaviors. In each classroom, teachers will set up the 
PBIS rewards system. Additionally, there will be a monthly school-wide PBIS event and/or rewards. 

●​ Parents and students are able to view points earned on the PBIS app. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Families, did you… 
❏​ Review the CR-PBIS expectations with your child? 
❏​ Review the Code of Conduct with your child? 
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Important Resources, Communications and Policies 
from the School District of Philadelphia 

 
 
 
 

1.​ Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

2.​ School-Parent Compact 
3.​ Fitler Behavior Expectations 

4.​ Volunteer Requirements 

5.​ Administrative Procedures for Student Use of Electronic Devices 
6.​ Early Release Procedures for School District of Philadelphia Students 
7.​ Excused Absence Form 
8.​ Join Class Dojo CR Code 
9.​ 2025-2026 Academic Calendar 
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Fitler Academic Plus School 
Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

School Year 2025-2026 
Revision Date: 03/26/2025 

 
In support of strengthening student academic achievement, Fitler Academic Plus School receives Title I, Part A funds and 
therefore must jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family members of participating children a 
written parent and family engagement policy that contains information required by section 1116(b) and (c) of the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The policy establishes the school’s expectations for parent and family engagement and 
describes how the school will implement a number of specific parent and family engagement activities, and it is incorporated 
into the school’s plan submitted to the local educational agency (LEA). 

 
Fitler Academic Plus School agrees to implement the following requirements as outlined by Section 1116: 
 
Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of programs under Title I, 
Part A, including the planning, review, and improvement of the school parent and family engagement policy and the joint 
development of the schoolwide program plan under Section 1114(b) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 
 

●​ Update the school parent and family engagement policy periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the 
school, distribute it to the parents of participating children, and make the parent and family engagement policy 
available to the local community. 

●​ Provide full opportunities, to the extent practicable, for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, 
parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports 
required under Section 1111 of the ESSA in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats 
upon request and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand. 

●​ If the schoolwide program plan under Section 1114(b) of the ESSA is not satisfactory to the parents of participating 
children, submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the local educational 
agency. 

●​ Be governed by the following statutory definition of parent and family engagement and will carry out programs, 
activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition: 

 
Parent and Family Engagement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication 
involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring: 
 

A.​ Parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning 
B.​ Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school 
C.​ Parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on 

advisory committees to assist in the education of their child 
D.​ Other activities are carried out, such as those described in Section 1116 of the ESSA 
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DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE SCHOOL WILL IMPLEMENT 
REQUIRED SCHOOL PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS 

 
Section A: JOINTLY DEVELOPED 
 
Fitler Academic Plus School will take the following actions to involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely manner in 
the planning, review, and improvement of Title I programs, including opportunities for regular meetings, if requested by 
parents, to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their child and 
respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible. 
 

Parents are invited to attend the Spring Title I meeting with school administrators to discuss and review last year’s 
Policy and Compact. This meeting provides parents and school leadership with an opportunity to jointly develop the 
School-Parent Compact and this Parent and Family Engagement Policy. Parents are then given the opportunity to 
make suggestions and provide input into this policy. This year, parents were invited to attend the Spring Title I 
meeting held on March 26, 2025. 
Fitler Academics Plus School’s principal promotes communication and collaboration with families, including but not 
limited to the School Advisory Council. 

 
Section B: ANNUAL TITLE I MEETING 

Fitler Academic Plus School will take the following actions to conduct an annual meeting, at a convenient time, and 
encourage and invite all parents of participating children to attend to inform them about the school’s Title I program, the 
nature of the Title I program, the parents’ requirements, the school parent and family engagement policy, the schoolwide 
plan, and the school-parent compact. 
     

The Annual Title I meeting will be held in the Fall of 2025. At this time, the principal or designee will share 
information about the requirements of Title I, Part A, parent rights to know, the Parent and Family Engagement 
Policy, state and local assessments including the PSSAs, school curriculum, how to work with educators and to 
track student progress. Parents will be invited by a flyer, Class Dojo, and school website to attend the meeting. 
     

Section C: COMMUNICATIONS 

Fitler Academic Plus School will take the following actions to provide parents of participating children with  
1.​ Timely information about the Title I programs 
2.​ Flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening 
3.​ Transportation, child care or home visits, as such services relate to parent and family engagement and may use 

Title I funds 
4.​ Information related to the school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the parents of 

participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request and, to 
the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand. 
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●​ A monthly calendar, which illustrates all Fitler Academics Plus School’s activities and meetings, is given to 
each student every month to take home to parents and guardians. 

●​ The school’s web page and The School District of Philadelphia’s calendar is another vehicle for 
communication with parents as well as teacher Class Dojo and the School Messenger System. 

●​ Flyers will go home to inform parents of meetings, workshops, and activities in clear, parent-friendly 
language. Translations are available as needed through the District’s Family and Community Engagement 
office. 

●​ Communication folders will be provided through Title I funds to enable teachers and parents to 
communicate with regard to homework and academic requirements. 

●​ Parents are invited to provide feedback about the timing of the parent meetings and any other potential 
barriers to parental engagement on the parent survey. 

●​ School will utilize student’s email addresses as an additional form of communication between the school 
and families. 

     

Section D: SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT 

Fitler Academic Plus School will take the following actions to jointly develop with parents of participating children a 
school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for 
improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a 
partnership to help children achieve the state’s high standards. 
     

The Spring Title I meeting provides an opportunity for parents and school leadership to jointly develop the 
School-Parent Compact and this Family and Community Engagement Policy. Parents are invited to attend this 
meeting with school administrators to discuss and review last year’s policy. Parents are then given the opportunity 
to make suggestions and provide input into this policy. This year, parents were invited to attend the Spring Title I 
meeting held March 26, 2025 and Fitler posted a survey for feedback from families. 
     

Section E: RESERVATION OF FUNDS 

If applicable, Fitler Academic Plus School will take the following actions to involve the parents of children served in Title I, 
Part A schools in decisions about how the 1 percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for parent and family engagement is 
spent by: 
     

●​ Parents are invited to the Winter Title I meeting to review the school’s budget. The parents can provide input 
on how the 1% Title I parental involvement set aside funds are budgeted in addition to providing input on the 
needs and spending priorities for the school. 

●​ We held our Winter Title 1 Meeting on January 15, 2025 and discussed our current year budget and school 
level plan, record parental input and needs of our students and possible solutions to those needs. 

     

Section F: COORDINATION OF SERVICES 

Fitler Academic Plus School will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent and family 
engagement programs and activities with other Federal, State, and local programs, including public preschool programs, 
and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully 
participating in the education of their children by: 
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●​ The school will work in partnership with the parents to provide math and literacy workshops for parents to 
assist their children in academics at home. 

●​ The Fitler Academics Plus School has a parent resource table located in the main office. This resource 
provides parents with academic information and resources available to them in the community. 

●​ Parents will be connected with our Family and Community Engagement Liaison to be made aware of parent 
workshops being offered at the School District central office or at the school. 

●​ Parents will utilize summer reading materials purchased with Parental Involvement Title 1 funds that are 
provided to students at the end of the school year. 

     

Section G: BUILDING CAPACITY OF PARENTS 

Fitler Academic Plus School will build the parents’ capacity for strong parent and family engagement to ensure effective 
involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school and the community to improve student academic 
achievement through the following: 

●​ Providing parents with a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic 
assessments used to measure student progress, and the achievement levels of the challenging State academic 
standards; and 

●​ Materials and training to help parents to work with their child to improve their child’s achievement, such as literacy 
training and using technology (including education about the harms of copyright piracy), as appropriate, to foster 
parent and family engagement 

●​ Providing assistance to parents of participating children, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the 
following: 

○​ The challenging State’s academic standards 
○​ The State and local academic assessments including alternate assessments 
○​ The requirements of Title I, Part A 
○​ How to monitor their child’s progress 
○​ How to work with educators to improve the achievement of their child 

     

●​ The Annual Title I meeting will be held in Fall 2025. Parents will be invited by flyers to attend a meeting with 
school-based personnel to review Title I requirements, parent documents, schoolwide plan, curriculum, 
academic standards, assessments, how to monitor your child’s progress and how to work with educators. 

●​ Provide workshops to parents on supporting student achievement, literacy, and parent engagement. 
●​ Work with the Family and Community Engagement Office to continue workshops on volunteer opportunities. 

     

Section H: BUILDING CAPACITY OF SCHOOL STAFF 
Fitler Academic Plus School will provide training to educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, 
principals, and other school leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions 
of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and 
coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school by: 
     

During a District designated professional development day during the Fall or Winter, the school will educate their 
instructional and non-instructional staff on the many strategies they can use in working with parents and guardians 
as equal partners and how to communicate effectively. Results from parent surveys will inform the discussion. 

     

Fitler Academic Plus School will provide other reasonable support for parent and family engagement activities under 
Section 1116 as parents may request by: 
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●​ Staff/Parent Meetings available per Parental Request 
●​ Workshops/Training provided to parents based on survey and parents’ needs 
●​ Before and After-School Clubs offered 
●​ Provide summer reading materials for families 
●​ Provide coordination of professional development efforts through the Office of Teaching and Learning. 

     

  Principal's Signature: Kate Sylvester   

  Date Signed: May 1, 2025   

 
 

 

27 



 

 
Fitler Academic Plus School 

School-Parent Compact 
School Year 2025-2026 

Revision Date: 03/26/2025 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
JOINTLY DEVELOPED 
The parents, students, and staff of Fitler Academic Plus School partnered together to develop this School-Parent 
Compact for achievement. Parents are encouraged to attend annual revision meetings held Spring of each year to 
review the compact and make suggestions based on student needs and school improvement goals. Parents are also 
encouraged to participate in the School Family Engagement survey that is also used as a tool to collect parent 
feedback regarding the current Title I programs, policies and family engagement. 
 
To understand how working together can benefit your child, it is first important to understand the district’s and 
school’s goals for student academic achievement. The Board of Education's updated Goals and Guardrails are 
available on the School District Website at www. philasd.org. 
 
Fitler Academics Plus School GOALS 

1.​ Literacy: Students in grades 3-8 PSSA ELA proficiency rate will increase from 35.7% in August 2019 to 65% 
by August 2026 

2.​ Literacy: 3rd grade students PSSA ELA proficiency rate will increase in will grow from 32.5% in August 
2019 to 62% by August 2026 

3.​ Math: Students in grades 3-8 PSSA Math proficiency rate will increase from 21.5% in August 2019 to 52% 
by August 2026  

 
To help your child meet the district and school goals, the school, you, and your child will work together: 
 
SCHOOL/TEACHER RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Fitler Academics Plus School will: 

●​ Host a training for parents on how to navigate Parent Portal and SchoolNet  
●​ Offer literacy, math, or STEAM nights for parents at least twice a year 
●​ Hold three report card conferences to support individual achievement 
●​ Provide frequent reports to parents on their child’s progress 
●​ Provide reasonable access to staff 
●​ Provide parents with opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class 
●​ Provide proper school supplies  
●​ Keep parents informed regarding the needs of the school 

 
PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
We, as parents, will: 

●​ Monitor attendance 
●​ Make sure that homework is completed 
●​ Monitor the amount of screentime 
●​ Volunteer in my child’s classroom with appropriate clearances 
●​ Participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to my child’s education 
●​ Promote positive use of my child’s extracurricular time 
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●​ Stay informed about my child’s education and communicate with the school by promptly reading all 
notices from the school or the school district either received by my child or by mail and responding, as 
appropriate 

●​ Serve and attend, to the extent possible, on policy advisory groups, such as the School Advisory Council 
and Title 1 Meetings 

 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 

●​ Do my homework every day and ask for help when I need it. 
●​ Read at least 30 minutes every day outside of school time. 
●​ Give to my parents or guardian all notices and information received by me from my school every day. 
●​ Get a good night’s rest (8-10 hours) 

 
COMMUNICATION ABOUT STUDENT LEARNING 
Fitler Academic Plus School is committed to frequent two-way communication with families about children’s learning. 
Some of the ways you can expect us to reach you are: 

●​ Report Card conferences 
●​ Class Dojo 
●​ Monthly calendars 
●​ Monthly Fitler Family News 
●​ Student communication folders 
●​ School messenger system 
●​ School website 
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Fitler Academics Plus Elementary School 
Excused Absence Form 

 

 
 

Must be completed within 3 days of your child’s absence.  
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